
Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo     www.vivancos.com

A
ll righ

ts rese
rved

. N
o

 p
art o

f th
is p

u
b

licatio
n

 m
ay b

e rep
ro

d
u

ced
, d

istrib
u

te
d

, tran
slated

, o
r tran

sm
itted

 in
 an

y fo
rm

 o
r b

y
an

y m
ean

s

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

Contents

Why I wrote this? 1

PART I. KNOWING THE PAST

Chapter 1: No Knowledge? 9
The History of Knowledge 11
Knowledge vs Wisdom 15
Storing Knowledge 18
Using Knowledge 21
Transmitting Knowledge 23
Knowledge – Work – Society 25

Chapter 2: Knowledge is Power 31
The Foundations of Societies 33
Humans & Humans 35
Humans & Nature 38
Humans vs Humans 41
Humans vs Nature 44
The Quest for Power 47
Keeping Power 50
The Inheritance 53

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

PART II. MAKING THE PRESENT

Chapter 3: From Knowledge to Data 59
The Demise of Paper 61
The bit 63
Your Data – My Data 65
The Business of Data 69
Who owns the data? 72
No Data no Knowledge 75
Bad Knowledge 77

Chapter 4: From Data to AI 81
The Seasons of AI 83
The Evolution of AI 85
From Data to Analytics 89
From Analytics to AI 92
The Brain of AI 96
I talk to AI 100
Do I trust my AI? 105

Chapter 5: From AI to Automation 113
Helping Humans 115
Augmenting Humans 118
Is it just a tool? 121
Replacing Humans 125
Automate or Be Automated 129

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

PART III. IMAGINING THE FUTURE

Chapter 6: From Automation to The End of Knowledge 137
The broken links 139
Automated Humans 142
The Automated World 146
The Full Automation 150
The Oracle 154

Chapter 7: The Last (Human) Knowledge 161
Measuring Knowledge 163
The Missing Knowledge 167
The Limits of Knowledgeable 171
Accelerating Knowledge acquisition 175
Giving up Knowledge 178

Chapter 8: The End of Education? 185
Human Timeline 187
Educational Frameworks 190
From Education to Educations 194
Data and Educations 198
Lifelong Knowledge 201
The demise of human universities? 206

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

PART IV. SEEKING FOR SOLUTIONS

Chapter 9: We have a dilemma 217
Creating Scenarios 219
Let’s do Nothing? 224
Speed vs Acceleration 227
What we need to give up? 231
What can we win? 234

Afterword 241

The End of Knowledge Backstage 243

Acknowledgments 247

References 251

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

Why I wrote this?

http://www.vivancos.com/


Copyright © 2023 David Vivancos Cerezo www.vivancos.com

The End Of Knowledge
A

ll righ
ts rese

rved
. N

o
 p

art o
f th

is p
u

b
licatio

n
 m

ay b
e rep

ro
d

u
ced

, d
istrib

u
te

d
, tran

slated
, o

r tran
sm

itted
 in

 an
y fo

rm
 o

r b
y

an
y m

ean
s

Why I wrote this?

Why I wrote this book? is a profound question, because
in fact I did it because I wanted to help. I feel the
responsibility and the need to communicate everybody
what's going on in the AI field.

We're in an era where we don't know if the news, we
consume are true or fake, but there are more news than
ever, and everything changes faster than us. So maybe
trying to be updated is something of the past, because
things come faster than we can ever be able to assimilate.

We need to have some clarity on what are the tradeoffs
that we will need to make in this new world we are
moving forward to, and what are the next steps.

That's the aim of this book, to try to give you my view,
and synthesize my experience over the last decades,
trying to be at the edge of what's possible and what some
people think is impossible, also trying to be more in the
side of the nearest impossible that finally made its way to
the possible, than live in the realm of the possible only,
since it is too boring.

In my previous books, From Big Data to Artificial
Intelligence , first edition from 2016, and the last one,
Automate or Be Automated , from 2020, I explored
several of these topics, that will be briefly updated in this
book too.

http://www.vivancos.com/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1795094834
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1795094834
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We will explore the path from humans being able to
capture data, to humans being able to create algorithms
to understand data, and even predict what is going to
happen in the future, thanks to Artificial Intelligence, to
humans trying to do everything that they do in an
automated way, with almost no interaction from any
human in the loop, and to now trying to create
algorithms and machines that are changing everything.

The essence of this book is to explore what is happening
beyond automation. We will do a deep dive into the
history of why we are here, what has happened over the
last decades, or even before, to pave the way to where
we are today.

Exploring in depth what could be happening over the
next 5, 10 or maybe 20 years, and how can we leverage
all of that towards the good of all. Because if we don't do
that, I think humanity is going to face quite challenging
problems over the next decade or even earlier, we don't
know exactly when.

Predicting and venturing into the future is not something
for the faint-hearted, also it's not something that we can
nail it down to 100%, because there are many variables,
and essentially, we don't have enough data.

http://www.vivancos.com/
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Even with the best algorithms that we have now, we can't
do that. But we will try to see if we find hints about
where all of this is headed. And this book, The End of
Knowledge, is all about that.

To try to explain why we are starting to lose the control of
knowledge, why we are starting to delegate, in so deeper
ways, knowledge to machines, to a point that human
knowledge may become something of the past.

And that can be tricky, if we need no more knowledge,
and we have needed a lot of knowledge through history,
and knowledge is power, do you remember? but if we
don't really need this knowledge to have a meaningful
life, to have a great life, to thrive in life, that could mean
that we are headed towards a very, very different world.

The societies that we have built, are based upon
knowledge, because knowledge is the foundation of
work, and work is the foundation of societies, and if we
tamper with this equation, we just modify it a little bit,
things then will not behave the same as we expected, and
we are not ready for that.

So having all that in mind, we need to see what things we
humans can do to be better prepared for that imminent
future, that is almost present in many ways, and to be
ready for it, and do it the best we can, because our
responsibility is huge.

http://www.vivancos.com/
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This is not about calling this one thing or the other, or
getting stuck in discussions about if we should pause or
not the development of AI, this is much deeper.

The aim of the book is also to open your eyes to what is
coming, and some things are already here, some are
clearly in the present, and some in the imminent future,
and help you navigate the coming waves, navigate the
challenges, navigate the great things that could come if
we do things right, because that's something we must all
do together.

It's not something that a single human can do, even with
the best of the AIs. This is not something that a single
government can do, or a single institution can do,
because if we are not all in, most of us, are going to be
out. And that's the challenge. The challenge is to go
through and explore all that is coming, and let's build this
future for good, and for all.

Will you join me in this journey?

David Vivancos
San Lorenzo de El Escorial
September 10th, 2023

http://www.vivancos.com/
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